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body waving in my direction. I 

quickly realized that it was 

Jay, one of the kindest people 

I have ever met. Shortly after, 

I saw Dr. Catherine Lewis, an 

exceptionally energetic whirl-

wind that warms up the at-

mosphere by her genuine 

smiles and her thought pro-

voking remarks.   

We headed to the hotel, which 

was some 20 minutes drive 

from the airport. At Springhill 

Suites, located in front of the 

KSU campus, I was very 

pleased to see Mrs. Stefanie 

Green, a smart lady that I had 

enjoyed discussing with when 

she visited Morocco last De-

cember.   

At Hartsfield Jackson Airport, 

I had to go to a special  bureau 

to have the customs and pro-

tection police fill in more infor-

mation about my entry to the 

U.S. borders. As there were 

lots of passengers already sit-

ting in the waiting room for 

the same reason I entered that 

office, I had to wait for almost 

an hour for my turn to come. 

When I got out from the bu-

reau at about 9:00 pm., I had 

no idea where I could find the 

group. The huge Atlanta air-

port is a place where one can 

easily get lost. “No worries! He 

who has a tongue can never get 

lost”, I kept repeating the 

Moroccan saying to myself in 

an attempt to get more self-

confident. I asked the security 

agent who inspected me about 

the direction to the baggage 

claim, even if I could see it 

clearly written on the sign 

board. I took several moving 

stairs to get to the metro. The 

last terminal was my destina-

tion; I was still not sure if I 

would find the group there. As 

I was getting closer to the bag-

gage claim, I noticed some-

Coffee and Conversation was 

one of the events that I will 

never forget about this trip. 

The attendance was very di-

verse in their ethnicities, na-

tionalities and religions. I was 

very happy to meet with al-

most all the members of the 

acting troop who participated 

in the International Festival of 

University Theatre in Morocco 

last year in the symposium. 

Reciting one of my best pas-

sages in the Qur’an was some-

thing I did with so much pleas-

ure under the request of Ali, a 

very sociable guy that one can 

get along with very easily. One 

more thing that I am not likely 

to forget about that day is 

doing verbal interpretation for 

Mrs. Khadija Sabbar, one of 

the members of the group who 

participated as a panelist in 

the event; it was an enjoyable 

experience although I would 

tremble whenever she men-

tioned a verse from the Qur’an. 

Sacred texts are very challeng-

ing to translate and the Qur’an 

is no exception.  
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Fences is a play that sheds 

light on the life of an African 

American family during the 

early days of the civil rights 

movement. Everybody was 

amazed by the strong presence 

of the characters on the stage. 

I very much liked the after 

show discussion, where the 

audience is given the chance 

to indulge in an intellectual 

discussion with the performers 

and the director; it is an admi-

rable practice that I will try to 

persuade my theatre friends in 

Morocco to observe.  

I hope that the dream of 

working with Professor Karen 

Robinson in a joint play 

comes true.  

  

The baseball game was a for-

tune moment to witness and 

appreciate the strong ties that 

bring Sports and the Ameri-

cans together. Although the 

rules were very strange to me  

–  for baseball is not widely 

practiced in Morocco, I very 

much enjoyed the game. Two 

breaks before the game was 

over, a man and a woman who 

were sitting in front of us 

jumped on each other to kiss. 

I turned my face to look else-

where just to see them kissing 

passionately on the huge 

screen installed on the top of 

the stadium. I had no idea 

what was going on.  Noticing 

the perplexed reaction that 

could perhaps be easily read 

on my face, Meagan, a very 

gorgeous and courteous lady 

who visited Morocco last De-

cember, explained to me that 

it was the Kiss Cam, one of 

the funniest parts of the game. 

The video camera continued 

to zoom in at couples, who 

would kiss without any slight 

hesitation. I was waiting for 

my turn to come!!  Unfortu-

nately it did not.  

Oh! I forgot to mention the 

show we attended at KSU. 

The trip to Washington D.C. 

was just amazing. We had a 

chance to attend a seminar 

colored by the presence of 

some distinguished figures 

from the world of the acade-

mia who share similar inter-

ests in community-centered 

museums as well as some high 

officials from the U.S. State 

Department and MCCA, the 

grant provider for the project. 

In the museums we visited, 

ranging from American his-

tory to Air Space, we were in 

awe in front of the profession-

alism and talent shown in 

displaying, interpreting and 

preserving the artifacts. Hav-

ing free admission to some of 

the worldwide legendary mu-

seums and historical monu-

ments in Kennesaw, Atlanta, 

and Washington D.C. was an 

experience full of learning and 

sensations. Dr. Jennifer 

Dickey, the brilliant public 

historian, was very impressive 

whenever she started talking 

about the history of each of 

the colossal buildings we vis-

ited.  

Not only did the trip enlighten 

me about the hospitability 

and sociability of the Ameri-

can people, but it also taught 

me about their open minded-

ness and their eagerness to 

discover other cultures and 

civilizations. 
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